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OBJECTIVES 
• Perceive and analyze artistic work. (Re7)
• Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. (Re8)
• Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. (Re9)
• Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and 
historical context to deepen understanding. (Cn11)

MATERIALS
• Music Alive! magazines (Vol.39 No.8)
• Computer or mobile device with Internet access

START
Ask your students to read “The Many Languages of Pop” 
on pages 6-9. Then, go over the following highlighted words.  
[This reinforces comprehension and vocabulary.]

DIVERSITY—variety

UNPRECEDENTED—never done or known before

RHUMBA—a rhythmic dance with Spanish and African 
elements, originating in Cuba

MEASLY—despicably small or few

REVERBERANT—vibrating several times as an echo

SWATH—a broad strip or area

MIGRATION—movement from one part of something to 
another

PROMINENT—important; famous

BREACH—break through

MASHUP—a mixture or fusion of disparate elements

VAST—of very great extent or quality

RAPID—happening in a short time or at a fast pace

SURGE—a sudden powerful forward or upward move-
ment

COMPILE—produce by assembling information col-
lected from other sources

COHESIVE—cause to create a united whole

DEVELOP
As a class, listen to all of the tracks in Hear the Music

What would you say is the ratio between English and 
other language lyrics in these songs?

Have you personally noticed these songs come up in 
your music searches?

Do you like these songs?

If Spanish or Korean is not your first language, have 
you ever felt compelled to look up the translated lyrics 
to any of these songs? Why?

Watch the lyric video to “Chicken Noodle Soup.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sSH_
sVChY4Y

There are Korean, Spanish and English lyrics, as well as the 
Romanized Korean lyrics. See if the class can sing along to 
the song using the lyric video!

CLOSE
The emergence of Spanish-language and Korean-lan-
guage music in the US pop scene is only very recent. There 
have always been fluctuations of genres in and out of the 
charts, and eventually there will be a new one. What type of 
music do you think will become popular in the near future?

ASSESS
Did the students read the article?
Did they review the vocabulary words? 
Did they answer the supplemental questions?
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