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OBJECTIVES 
• Perceive and analyze artistic work (Re7)
• Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work (Re8)
• Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work (Re9)

MATERIALS
• Music Alive! magazines (Vol.39 No.7)
• Computer or mobile device with Internet access

START
1. Ask students to read the text on pages 14-16 on their own 
2. Have one of the students read aloud the text on page 16
3. Play Kacey Musgrave’s “Rainbow” (Hear the Music  
track 1 on musicalive.com), while the students read through 
the notation on pages 17-18

DEVELOP
Ask students about the story: 

Why is “Rainbow” considered an anthem of encourage-
ment right now?
Who co-wrote “Rainbow” with Musgraves?
What year was her solo debut album released and how 
was it received by critics and the public?
What are some of Musgraves’ specific 
accomplishments, in terms of awards, 
recognition and certifications?
What genre is she associated with?
How does she feel about being labelled as 
a country artist?
What is her mantra when it comes to writ-
ing songs?
Why is she often called a rebel child in the 
country music industry?
In her opinion, what makes for “good” 
music?
What are some of the challenges she 
faces as a country artist?
 
2.  Ask students questions about the song/
notation: 

How many flats are in the key signature?
What key is the song in?
How would you describe Musgraves’ 
voice?
Does she sound distinctively country in 
this song?
What instruments do you hear?
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How is this song different from a more traditional country song?
What happens in the 10th measure (and happens again several times 
throughout the song)?
What is this song about?
Is this song fast or slow? 
Is this song soft or loud?
How does it make you feel? Why do you think it makes  
you feel that way?
Which part of the song is your favorite and why?

CLOSE
Watch Kacey Musgraves perform “Rainbow” live for the Global Citizen 
One World: Together at Home concert.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TI3jpnWYNY

Discuss: How is her live performance different from the recorded version? 

Discuss:  What is your interpretation of the slideshow that plays while she 
sings? What does this mean to you?

ASSESS
Did the students read the article?
Did they answer the review questions?

Crossword Puzzle can be found on page 7 
CROSSWORD SOLUTION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TI3jpnWYNY

