OBJECTIVES

Develop and refine artistic work for presentation (Pr5)

Perceive and analyze artistic work (Re7)

Apply criteriato evaluate artistic work (Re9)

Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical
contextto deepen understanding (Cn17)

MATERIALS

“TINY DANCER” BY ELTON JOHN

Meets National Core Arts Standards b, 7, 9, and 11

Whatis unique about John's voice?

Atwhat pointsinthe song are there changesininstrumenta-
tion?

How does this song make you feel?

Do you like the song? Why or why not?

3. Askstudents aboutthe story behind the song
Who co-wrote “Tiny Dancer” with Elton John?

MusicAlive! magazines (Vol.40 No.1)
Computer or mobile device with Internetaccess

START

Askyour studentsto read “Listening Guide” on pages 18-19.

DEVELOP

» Play “Tiny Dancer” by Elton John (Hear the Music track 2 on
musicalive.com) while having the students follow along with the

timeline.

2. Askstudents aboutthe song
Whatinstruments do you hearintheintro?
Isthetempofastorslow?

What genre isthe song? How do you know?
Whatis this song about?

What was the songwriting duo’s firstimpression of LA?
Who s “Tiny Dancer” about?
What were Elton John and Bernie Taupin inspired by ?

CLOSE

Asaclass, discuss what might inspire you to write asong.

“Tiny Dancer” is commonly thought to be about one particular
woman and the things John observes her doing, however, thereis so

much more contextto be discovered by listening closely. Knowing
thatthe songisaboutan entire population, how does your interpre-

tation change?What subject would you write a song about (if you
hadto),and why? In what context?

ASSESS

Did the students follow along with the Listening Guide?
Did they listen to the song using the timeline?
Did they answer the supplemental questions?

What adjectives would you use to describe this song?

QUIZ ANSWERS

This month’s quizzes are available at musicalive.com/the-quiz-zone-40-1. Here are the quiz answers:

THE MUSIC OF NEWYORK CITY

1) Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Radio City,
the BeaconTheater, the Brooklyn Academy
of Music, the Jazz Foundation of America, the
ApolloTheater

2) Andrew Carnegie
3) Lincoln Center

4) NYCisknown foritsrich, diverse and repu-
table performing arts scene (Broadway!)

5) Irving Berlinisafamous composer who
wrote songs like “Puttin’ On the Ritz" and “God
Bless America”

6) Brooklyn
7) AnAmerican in Paris, Porgy and Bess
8) 15yearsold

9) Vaudevilleisaform of musical comedy
performed in NewYork during the 1800s

10) Buddy Rich is afamous bandleader and
drummer

THEUNPITCHED
PERCUSSION FAMILY

1)Two: pitched (tuned) and un-
pitched (untuned)

2) Xylophone, vibraphone, timpani,
steelpan, glockenspiel, marimba

3) Snare drum, bass drum, cowbell,
maracas, tambourine

4) A snare drum produces frequen-
ciesthatconflict one another, a snare
drum produces inharmonic sounds,
asnare drum’s sound is unrelated to
pitched sounds of other instruments
5) Afrequency

6) Tom-toms

7) Thetabla

8) Sticks, mallets, hands, brushes
9) Hips, knees, hands, chest

10) Subjective
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MADDIE AND TAE

1) Heartbreak and relying on your
mother

2) Country

3) “Fly,"“GirlInaCountry Song,”
“Friends Don't”

4) Oklahoma
5) Texas

6) Nashvilleisreferredtoasthe “capi-
tal of country music”

7) Lots of people have the same dream
andthey haveto fightforaspotatthe
top

8) DotRecords

9)Visited theVanderbilt Children’s Hos-
pital to write letters to sick children

10) Start Here
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