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OBJECTIVES
Develop and refine artistic work for presentation (Pr5)
Perceive and analyze artistic work (Re7)
Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work (Re9)
Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical 
context to deepen understanding (Cn11)

MATERIALS
Music Alive! magazines (Vol.40 No.1)
Computer or mobile device with Internet access

START
Ask your students to read “Listening Guide” on pages 18-19.

DEVELOP
  Play “Tiny Dancer” by Elton John (Hear the Music track 2 on 

musicalive.com) while having the students follow along with the 
timeline.

2.   Ask students about the song     
What instruments do you hear in the intro?
Is the tempo fast or slow?
What genre is the song? How do you know?
What is this song about?
What adjectives would you use to describe this song?

What is unique about John’s voice?
At what points in the song are there changes in instrumenta-
tion?
How does this song make you feel?
Do you like the song? Why or why not?

3.   Ask students about the story behind the song
Who co-wrote “Tiny Dancer” with Elton John?
What was the songwriting duo’s first impression of LA?
Who is “Tiny Dancer” about?
What were Elton John and Bernie Taupin inspired by?

CLOSE
As a class, discuss what might inspire you to write a song. 
“Tiny Dancer” is commonly thought to be about one particular 
woman and the things John observes her doing, however, there is so 
much more context to be discovered by listening closely. Knowing 
that the song is about an entire population, how does your interpre-
tation change? What subject would you write a song about (if you 
had to), and why? In what context?

ASSESS
Did the students follow along with the Listening Guide?
Did they listen to the song using the timeline?
Did they answer the supplemental questions?

LISTENING GUIDE
“TINY DANCER” BY ELTON JOHN
Meets National Core Arts Standards 5, 7, 9, and 11

 

QUIZ ANSWERS 
This month’s quizzes are available at musicalive.com/the-quiz-zone-40-1. Here are the quiz answers:

THE MUSIC OF NEW YORK CITY
1) Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Radio City, 
the Beacon Theater, the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music, the Jazz Foundation of America, the 
Apollo Theater

2)   Andrew Carnegie

3)   Lincoln Center

4)   NYC is known for its rich, diverse and repu-
table performing arts scene (Broadway!)

5)   Irving Berlin is a famous composer who 
wrote songs like “Puttin’ On the Ritz and “God 
Bless America”

6)   Brooklyn

7)   An American in Paris, Porgy and Bess
8)   15 years old

9)    Vaudeville is a form of musical comedy 
performed in New York during the 1800s

10)  Buddy Rich is a famous bandleader and 
drummer

THE UNPITCHED  
PERCUSSION FAMILY

1) Two: pitched (tuned) and un-
pitched (untuned)
2)   Xylophone, vibraphone, timpani, 
steelpan, glockenspiel, marimba
3)  Snare drum, bass drum, cowbell, 
maracas, tambourine
4)   A snare drum produces frequen-
cies that conflict one another, a snare 
drum produces inharmonic sounds, 
a snare drum’s sound is unrelated to 
pitched sounds of other instruments
5)   A frequency
6)   Tom-toms
7)   The tabla
8)   Sticks, mallets, hands, brushes
9)   Hips, knees, hands, chest
10) Subjective. 

MADDIE  AND  TAE
1) Heartbreak and relying on your 
mother

2)   Country

3)   “Fly,” “Girl In a Country Song,” 
“Friends Don’t”

4)   Oklahoma

5)   Texas

6)   Nashville is referred to as the “capi-
tal of country music” 

7)   Lots of people have the same dream 
and they have to fight for a spot at the 
top

8)   Dot Records

9) Visited the Vanderbilt Children’s Hos-
pital to write letters to sick children

10) Start Here


