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OBJECTIVES 
•  Perceive and analyze artistic work (Re7)
• Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work (Re8)
• Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work (Re9)

MATERIALS
• Music Alive! magazine (Vol.40, No.5)
• Computer or mobile device with internet access

START
1. Ask students to read the text on pages 17-18 on their own 
2. Play Ed Sheeran’s “Perfect” (Hear the Music track 1 on 
musicalive.com), while the students read through the  
notation on pages 17-18

DEVELOP
Ask students about the story: 

Who inspired Sheeran to become a musician?
How did Sheeran find initial success?  
What song was Sheeran’s first big hit?
At what age did he go to London to record music? What 
happened?
Which artist did he do his first tour with? 
What happened as a result?
Which pop icon serves as his constant 
source of inspiration?
In addition to his solo work, why do you 
think his collaborations have brought 
him success?
How many of his songs charted in the 
2010’s? How many weeks combined?
 
2.  Ask students questions about the song/
notation: 

Which Ed Sheeran album is “Perfect” from? 
Why do you think the chord progressions 
are simple in nature? What makes the song 
unique?
What was the source of inspiration for 
Sheeran to write “Perfect”?
How many flats/sharps are in the key signa-
ture?
What key is the song in?
What instruments are heard at the beginning 
of the song?
When does the first verse begin?

SONG OF THE MONTH
“PERFECT” BY ED SHEERAN  
Meets National Core Arts Standards 7-9

What is this song about?
Is this song fast or slow? 
How does it make you feel? Why do you think it makes you feel that way?
Which part of the song is your favorite and why?

CLOSE
Watch the music video for “Perfect Symphony” and listen to Sheeran’s solo 
and duet versions of “Perfect” with Beyoncé. How does the video capture the 
essence of the lyrical content of the song?

DISCUSS
Compare the solo version of “Perfect” with the two duet versions? Do the lyrics 
have a greater impact when sung as a duet? Why? Does singing the song in 
another language change how you feel about the song? 

ASSESS
Did the students follow along with the song?
Did they answer the discussion questions?

Crossword Puzzle can be found on page 7 
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