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T o day ’ s  M u s i c  E d u c at i o n  R e s o u r c e

the power of the 
leitmotif

1. Leitmotif translates to 
“leading theme” and guides 
audiences through the emo-
tional terrain of a story.

2. Richard Wagner formalized 
leitmotifs in operas, and his 
“Ring Cycle” exemplifies this.

3. Leitmotifs evolve in complex 
stories, providing auditory 
cues, maintaining narrative 
continuity, and guiding audi-
ences.

4. Composers Gustav Mahler 
and Richard Strauss expand-
ed leitmotifs beyond opera, 
influencing symphonic music.

5. Leitmotifs in cinema, such 
as John Williams’ “Star Wars” 
themes, serve as psychologi-
cal anchors shaping emotional 
journeys.

6. In Pixar’s “Inside Out”, 
Michael Giacchino’s leitmotifs 
enhance storytelling by com-
plementing visual elements.

7. Pink Floyd incorporates 
leitmotifs in albums like The 
Wall, creating thematic and 
cohesive sonic experiences.

8. Nobuo Uematsu (“Final 
Fantasy”) and Jeremy Soule 
(“The Elder Scrolls”) use 
leitmotifs in video game 
soundtracks.

9. “Bowser’s Theme” is the 
distinctive leitmotif associat-
ed with the Super Mario Bros. 
franchise, adding identity to 
the antagonist.

PinkPantheress

1. GarageBand

2. Tiktok

3. Parlophone and Elektra 
records

4. Heaven Knows

5. “Boy’s a Liar”

6. Olivia Rodrigo

7. The 2000s

8. TikTok

9. She released an updated 
version.

10. Ice Spice

The Musical  
Instruments  
of Jazz

1. New Orleans

2. Creole, African, European, 
and Native American

3. Clarinet 

4. Lionel Hampton

5. 1940s

6. Benny Goodman

7. Vibraharp, “King George”

8. Bebop

9. Charlie Christian

10. Model M Grand Piano, 
for Jazz Baroness Kathleen 
Annie Pannonica de Koenig-
swarter

Sounds Of  
The City -  
Philadelphia

1. Performance of Handel’s 
Messiah in 1770 

2. Philadelphia Holy Trinity 
Church’s German American 
Catholic catechism  

3. Classical music 

4. Orchestral backgrounds, 
smooth vocals, and socially 
conscious lyrics 

5. Psychedelic rock, progres-
sive rock, hard rock, and punk 
rock. 

6. Sigma Sound Studios, TLA 
Video, Graffiti Pier

7. P!NK

8. Joan Jett 

9. Lady Marmalade 

10. Daryl Hall 




