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T o day ’ s  M u s i c  E d u c at i o n  R e s o u r c e

Singin’ the Blues
1. Blues music originated 
in the late 19th century in 
the Southern United States 
among African American 
communities, reflecting their 
experiences and struggles.

2. Early blues was influenced 
by African musical traditions, 
American spirituals, work 
songs, field hollers, and 
ballads.

3. W.C. Handy played a key 
role in recording, publishing, 
and popularizing blues, and 
composed influential blues 
songs.

4. Female performers like Ma 
Rainey and Bessie Smith were 
crucial in popularizing blues, 
adding emotional depth and 
narrative.

5. Delta blues is characterized 
by raw vocals and slide guitar, 
reflecting the life experiences 
of African American share-
croppers.

6. The Great Migration spread 
blues music across the U.S., 
leading to new styles and 
influencing other genres.

7. The recording and com-
mercialization of blues in the 
1920s and 30s made it more 
accessible and popular.

8. A typical blues structure in-
cludes a 12-bar chord progres-
sion and blue notes, creating a 
distinctive emotional sound.

9. Since the 1950s, blues 
has diversified, incorporat-
ing elements from various 
genres and reflecting societal 
changes.

10. Contemporary blues 
artists like B.B. King, Stevie 
Ray Vaughan, and Shemekia 
Copeland have kept blues rel-
evant and influenced multiple 
music genres.

The History of 
the Trumpet  
and Cornet

1. Early trumpets were used 
for military, ceremonial, and 
signaling purposes in ancient 
civilizations.

2. Trumpets evolved to include 
valves in the 19th century, 
allowing for more notes and 
musical versatility.

3. The cornet, with a more 
conical shape, produces a 
mellower tone than the trum-
pet’s brighter sound.

4. Jean-Baptiste Arban and 
Herbert L. Clarke were influ-
ential in the cornet’s develop-
ment and popularity.

5. Trumpets are vital in modern 
ensembles for their unique 
heralding sound.

6. Prehistoric trumpets were 
made from wood, bone, ivory, 
and later bronze, evolving in 
material and design over time. 
Bronze trumpets produced a 
louder sound.

7. In the late fourteenth centu-
ry, brass tubing was coiled to 
make trumpets more manage-
able.

8. Domenick Calicchio created 
custom trumpets with unique 
designs, like the duplex trum-
pet with two bells.

9. The Graves & Co. Post Horn 
is known for its unique leaf-
sprung levers and double-pis-
ton valves, important in the 
brass band movement.

10. Valve mechanisms and the 
durability of metal in trumpets 
allowed for chromatic playing 
and better sound projection in 
outdoor settings.

Sounds of  
the City –  
New York City
1. Jazz, hip hop, punk rock, 
salsa, disco, and folk 

2. Apollo Theater, CBGB, 
and Madison Square 
Garden 

3. Columbia Records and 
Def Jam Recordings 

4. CBGB

5. It fosters collaborations 
and innovations, influenc-
ing global trends

6. The Juilliard School and 
The Manhattan School of 
Music 

7. Central Park 

8. Electric Lady Studios

9. Nas

10. Carnegie Hall 

James Arthur

1. SoundCloud and 
YouTube

2. The X Factor

3. Tulisa’s “Young”

4. 53.7%

5. 2013

6. Columbia Records

7. Back From the Edge

8. 85 BPM

9. Frank Urbauer

10. Diamond




