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T o day ’ s  M u s i c  E d u c at i o n  R e s o u r c e

1. How did blues music originate, and what is its significance  
in African American culture in the late 19th century?

2. What African musical traditions and American musical forms  
influenced the early style of blues music?

3. What were W.C. Handy’s contributions to the early development  
and documentation of blues music?

4. Which female performers were significant in the early blues scene?

5. What are the characteristics of Delta blues music,  
and how did it reflect the life of African American sharecroppers?

6. What population shift influenced the spread and evolution of blues music?

7. How did the recording and commercialization of Delta blues in the 1920s and 1930s affect its popu-
larity?

8. What is a typical musical structure of blues?

9. How has blues music evolved and diversified since the 1950’s?

10. Who are some notable contemporary blues artists, and how have they contributed to the 
evolution and popularity of the genre?

Singin’ the Blues
Take this short quiz to test your knowledge. 
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