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T o day ’ s  M u s i c  E d u c at i o n  R e s o u r c e

The History of the Trumpet and Cornet
Take this short quiz to test your knowledge. 

. What are some of the early uses of trumpets in ancient civilizations such as Egypt, Greece, and Rome?

2. How did the design and functionality of trumpets evolve from their early versions to the 19th century?

3. In what ways does the cornet differ from the trumpet in terms of its design and tonal quality?

4. Who were some notable figures that contributed to the prominence of the cornet.

5. Can you describe the historical significance of the trumpet in modern music ensembles and compositions?

6. What were some of the materials used to make prehistoric trumpets, and how did the introduction of 
bronze impact their development?

7. How did the design of trumpets change in the late fourteenth century, and what was the purpose of 
this modification?

8. Discuss the significance of Domenick Calicchio’s contributions to the development of the trumpet, 
particularly his duplex trumpet design.

9. Explain the unique features of the Graves & Co. Post Horn and its role in the popularity of brass bands 
in 19th-century America.

10. How have effective valve mechanisms and the durability of metal instruments influenced the evolu-
tion and usage of brass instruments in outdoor settings?
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