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T o day ’ s  M u s i c  E d u c at i o n  R e s o u r c e

The Musical Instruments of Country Music 
Take this short quiz to test your knowledge. 

1. What musical traditions did immigrants from the British Isles bring to the southeast 
 in the nineteenth century? 

2. What genre emerged from the fusion of British Isles ballads, African American music,  
and American popular songs?

3. Which instrument is typically responsible for providing rhythm and melody  
in a traditional country ensemble?

4. What is a characteristic feature of honky-tonk songs?

5. Which recording companies captured the performances of southern fiddlers in the early 1920s?

6. What style of country music emerged in California during the 1960s?

7. What role did radio play in promoting country music during the Great Depression?

8. Which city became a hub for blending older country styles with the music of the American 
counterculture of the 60’s?

9. What characterized bluegrass music in the post-World War II era?

10. What is the significance of the Gibson A5 mandolin owned by Leo Raley?

Student  Quiz
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