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Musical Theater: Show Boat Quiz
Take this short quiz to test your knowledge. 

1) What year did Show Boat premier?

2) What is the name of the Mississippi River showboat that serves as the primary  
setting for the play?

3) Which song from the score is a spiritual-style ballad that contrasts the struggles  
of human life with the endless, indifferent flow of the Mississippi River?

4) Who wrote the novel upon which Show Boat is based? 

5) Which song raises suspicions about Julie’s background, making it a turning point in the plot?

6) The plot of Show Boat spans the course of how many years?

7) True or False: Show Boat is considered to be the first serious musical play.

8) Which song expresses the hopeful fantasy of falling in love, foreshadowing  
Magnolia and Gaylord’s future of romance, dreams, and disillusionment?

9) Who wrote the music and lyrics for Show Boat?

10) Which song is a soul-stirring solo for Julie, added in later versions of the show?
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